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Morteza Asadi
(b. 1957, Tehran, Iran)

Morteza Asadi is a prominent Iranian painter. After
receiving his BFA in Painting from the Faculty of
Fine Arts at the University of Tehran, he pursued
his postgraduate studies in Illustration at the same
university. Then, he went to Paris-Sorbonne University
to study for a Ph.D. in Art History and Islamic Art
Archeology. However, he dropped out of school and
returned to Iran to finish his Ph.D. in Art Research
at Shahed University.

As a designer and painter, Asadi has participated
in many group and solo exhibitions in Iran and
internationally, including a solo exhibition in the Cité
Internationale des Arts; he is the third-prize winner
of postage stamp design on the occasion of the 45th
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights in Tokyo and the prizewinner of the Islamic
World Painting Biennial. He is a faculty member
of the Shahed University of Arts and a member of
the Association of Iranian Painters (AIP). He has
been the secretary and jury member of numerous
art festivals and events, supervisor and advisor of
academic dissertations, and has cooperated with
academic art publications.
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E gli hanno cercato nel petto,

Ma poteva solo trovare il suo cuore,

E hanno cercato il suo cuore,

Ma poteva solo trovare la sua gente,

E hanno cercato la sua voce,

Ma poteva solo trovare il suo dolore,

E hanno cercato il suo dolore,

Ma poteva solo trovare la sua prigione,
E cercato la sua prigione,

Ma potevano vedere solo se stessi in catene,
E la sera ¢ solo un’altra sera,

E il cantante canta...

Ma riusci solo
a trovare il
SuUD CUuOreE

Mahmoud Darwish

And they searched his chest,

But could only find his heart,

And they searched his heart,

But could only find his people,

And they searched his voice,

But could only find his grief,

And they searched his grief,

But could only find his prison,

And they searched his prison,

But could only see themselves in chains,
And the evening is just another evening,
And the singer croons...



Morteza Asadi, acrylic on canvas, 140X100 Cm, winter 2023-24 © Nam Art & Cultural oraganization
Morteza Asadi, Acrilico su tela, 140X100 cm, Inverno 2023-24

But Could Only
Find His Heart







Kazem Chalipa
(b. 1957, Tehran, Iran)

Kazem Chalipa is a renowned Iranian artist. He started
his art education at the School of Fine Arts in Tehran.
He received his MFA in Painting from the University
of Tehran, Faculty of Fine Arts, and completed his
Ph.D. in Art Research at Shahed University of Arts.
His father, the late Hasan Ismail Zadeh (Chalipa),
was among the last Coffee House Painting movement
artists.

Chalipa has participated in international exhibitions
and received awards such as the Golden Brush Awards
in Japan; he has been a university lecturer and
participated in numerous art events as a jury member.
He is a faculty member of the Shahed University of
Arts and the supervisor of academic theses. “The Sky
of Chalipa” and “The Color of Imagination” are two
documentary films based on the artist's life and works.
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In riva al mare c’¢ una ragazza,

e la ragazza ha una famiglia,

e la famiglia ha una casa.

E la casa ha due finestre e una porta,

E nel mare c’ una nave da guerra che si diverte,
catturando i passeggiatori in riva al mare:
Quattro, cinque, sette

Cadono sulla sabbia...

E lei urla nella notte selvaggia,

Nessuna eco eco

Diventa il grido eterno delle notizie urgenti.
Non é pitt una notizia dell’'ultima ora
Quando

Gli aerei tornarono per bombardare

una casa con due finestre e una porta!

Una casa con
due finestre
E una porta

Mahmoud Darwish

On the seashore is a girl,

and the girl has a family,

and the family has a house.

And the house has two windows and a door,
And in the sea is a warship having fun,
catching promenaders on the seashore:
Four, five, seven,

fall down on the sand.

Her voice carries her higher and
further than the seashore.

She screams at night over the land,
The echo has no echo

so she becomes the endless scream

in the breaking news

which was no longer breaking news
when the aircraft returned to bomb

a house with two windows and a door.



Kazem Chalipa, oil on canvas, 140X100 Cm, winter 2023-24
Kazem Chalipa, olio su tela, 140X100 cm, Inverno 2023-24

A House with
Two Windows
and a Doaor

© Nam Art & Cultural oraganization







Gholam Ali Taheri
(b. 1956, Tehran, Iran)

Gholam Ali Taheri is an Iranian prominent artist.
He has an MFA in Painting from the Faculty of Fine
Arts, University of Tehran. He is the co-founder of
Shahed University. In the art, cultural, and scientific
arena, Taheri has had influential positions as the
Tehran Museum of Contemporary Art President, the
Deputy Dean of Shahed University, jury member in
art competitions, co-founder of the Iranian Scientific
Association of Visual Arts, etc.

Taheri has been active in the art scene by presenting
specialized lectures and participating in numerous solo
and group exhibitions in Iran and Internationally. He
has won many awards, including the selected artist of
the Fine Art Original and participation in the 53rd
Venice Biennial.
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Abbiamo dei fratelli dietro questa distesa.
Ottimi fratelli, ci amano, ci guardano, piangono.
Poi di nascosto si dicono:

“Ah! Se questo assedio fosse stato dichiarato...”
non finiscono la frase:

“Non abbandonarci, non andartene”.

Dave finiscono
gli squardi

Mahmoud Darwish

We have brothers behind this expanse.
Excellent brothers, they love us, they watch us,
they weep.

Then in secret they tell each other:

“Ah! If this siege had been declared...”

they do not finish their sentence:

“Don’t abandon us, don’t leave.”



Gholam Ali Taheri, oil on canvas,140X100 Cm, winter 2023-24
Gholam Ali Taheri, olio su tela, 140X100 cm, Inverno 2023-24

Where the
Looks End

© Nam Art & Cultural oraganization







Abdolhamid Ghadirian
(b. 1960, Tehran, Iran)

Abdolhamid Ghadirian is a renowned Iranian artist.
He has a BFA in Painting from the Faculty of Fine
Arts of Tehran University and an MFA in Painting
from the Art University of Tehran. Besides painting,
Ghadirian has presented numerous sculptures, stage
and costume designs, and documentary productions.
Ghadirian has designed sets and costumes for many
movies and television series, for which he received a
Crystal Simorgh in the International Fajr Festival for
the Saint Mary series. The House of Cinema awarded
him for costume and scene design for The Kingdom
of Solomon.

Among his activities are the art direction of the
construction of the Museum of Tehran and the
art direction of the closing ceremony of the 20th
International Fajr Film Festival. He has also been a
jury member of the International Fajr Film Festivals
and executive director of the first Women's Olympics
opening ceremony. Ghadirian has compiled many
books and published numerous articles, holding solo
and group exhibitions in Iran and internationally.
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Siamo in lutto per il figlio,

alla presenza del padre:

Dio benedica il tuo figlio martire,

E poco dopo,

congratulati con lui per la nascita di un altro
bambino.

Dio benedica il
tuo figlio martire

Mahmoud Darwish

We are mourning for the son,

in the presence of his father:

May God bless your martyred child,

And shortly after,

congratulate him on the birth of another baby.



Abdolhamid Ghadirian, oil on canvas, 140X100 Cm, winter of 2023-24 © Nam Art & Cultural oraganization
Abdolhamid Ghadirian, olio su tela, 140X100 cm, inverno 2023-24

May God Bless Your
Martyred Child







Mostafa Goudarzi
(b. 1960, Borujerd, Iran)

Mostafa Goudarzi is an Iranian artist and art
researcher. After receiving his BFA in Painting
from the Faculty of Fine Arts at Tehran University,
he went to France and received his MFA in visual
arts from Rennes University in France. Then, he
simultaneously attended and completed two Ph.D.
courses: Visual Arts at the University of Rennes
and Art History at Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne
University. After returning to Iran, he became
a member of the Faculty of Fine Arts at Tehran
University.He is now Professor of the Higher Edu-
cation Department. In addition to painting, he has
been active in graphic design, making documentary
films, research, translating and compiling books.
He has an active presence in various art-science
and cultural institutions, among which the follow-
ing can be mentioned: the dean of the Visual Arts
Department in the Faculty of Fine Arts at Tehran
University; the head of the Visual Arts Department
of the Iranian Academy of Art; Art advisor to the
Tehran Museum of Contemporary Art; designer
and consultant in several national and internation-
al exhibitions; jury member of competitions and
art events; art director of specialized conferenc-
es as well as national and international art fairs;
editor of several specialized art publications, etc.
Compiling books, translating, and doing research,
are among his other activities. His articles have
been published in many domestic and international
magazines. Goudarzi has participated in many solo
and group exhibitions and competitions in Iran
and internationally and has won many awards,
including an Honorary Diploma from the Moscow
International Biennale of Graphic Design.
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E se ti chiedono di Gaza....
D1’ loro: in esso c’@ un martire
portato da un martire

e fotografato da un martire
mandato via da un martire

e pregato da un martire.”

C'2 un martire
portato da
un martire

Mahmoud Darwish

And if they ask you about Gaza ....
Tell them: In it there is a martyr
carried by a martyr

and photographed by a martyr
sent off by a martyr

and prayed for by a martyr.



Mostafa Goudarzi, acrylic on canvas, 140X100 Cm, winter 2023- 24
Mostafa Goudarzi, acrilico su tela, 140X100 cm, Inverno 2023-24

In It There is a
Martyr Carried
by a Martyr

© Nam Art & Cultural oraganization




Sublimi

In a land created for peace

The artist speaks for those who are not able
to speak. This is the words of the renowned
Russian film director Andrei Tarkovsky, who
sees the artist as a prophet. The artist creates
“beauty” together with morality. But what if the
artist is not able to speak? What if it is beyond
the artist’s ability and capacity? If an author,
painter, or filmmaker intends to express the
grief in Gaza, he will not be able to express this
event through art and speech. Nevertheless, our
teachings offer a more comprehensive definition
of art, equating it to performing high deeds. In
the utopia of the Western, Eastern, and Islamic
philosophers, art is valuable when it conveys
great virtues; these virtues are best manifested
in the martyrdom of thousands of innocent little
children. Is there anything in their martyrdom
rather than “sublimity”?

This marks the difference between the “beautiful”
and the “sublime,” as discussed by philosophers
like Lyotard. According to this 20th-century
philosopher, some events are felt and understood
but cannot be expressed, and it is the artist’s job
to represent them. His theory includes infinite
experiences like faith, hope, glory, wonder, praise,
fear, death, etc., which refer to the unforgettable,

unbearable, and, above all, thought-provoking
issues. To Lyotard, the sublime takes on meaning
by displaying the inexpressible and the emotions
whose greatness and power are beyond human
imagination.

From this point of view, the art of the exhibited
Iranian artists—Morteza Asadi, Kazem Chalipa,
Gholam Ali Taheri, Abdolhamid Ghadirian, and
Mostafa Goudarzi—takes on greater importance,
offering a unique experience of the aesthetics of
the sublime. Representing elements of pure art is
one of the three features that Kandinsky considers
necessary for creating any work of art. The painter
and art theorist believes that every work of art
must also be the child of his age and reflect the
artist’s experiences. To Kandinsky, offering a
personal style is the last feature of a work of art.
These three features are well manifested in the
works of these artists to convey the images of the
sublime to the children of Gaza and posterity.

Amir Abdolhoseini

Art Director, Researcher, and Instructor
Senior Curator of Iran Pavilion

at the 60th Venice Art Biennale



Some events are felt
and understood but
cannot be expressed,
and it is the artist's
job to represent them

alcuni eventi sono
sentiti e compresi ma
non possono BSSErE
ESpressi,

ed @ compito dell'artista
rappresentarli



Borderless Art

The Islamic Republic of Iran Statement
at the 60th Venice Art Biennale

Humans are all children of Adam and Eve and
come from the same roots and family. Our joys
and sorrows are shared; any country's suffering,
pain, and oppression are bitter to all humans,
while any blossom of happiness will bring joy to
all humanity. As said in a poem by the Iranian
poet Saadi Shirazi:

Of One Essence is the Human Race,

Thusly has Creation Put the Base.

One Limp impacted is sufficient,

For all Others to feel the Mace.

Following the central theme of the 60th Art
Biennale, “Foreigners Everywhere,” the Islamic
Republic of Iran presents its exhibition under
the title Of One Essence is the Human Race,
to highlight that the true value of art lies in
respecting humanity, displaying justice, and not
easily neglecting the human’s anguish.

These days, what Palestine is enduring has grieved
the world. What is taking place in this part of the
world is genocide and crime against humanity.
Palestinian helpless children are spending their
days with bombs, missiles, killings, starvation,
homelessness, and fear only because they were
born in their homeland, Palestine. How could
we remain indifferent in such circumstances?

Believing that Of One Essence is the Human Race,
we have employed a tangible artistic expression as
a shout of rage at this unprecedented oppression
to present a part of this suffering inflicted on our
fellow human beings.

In the Iranian Pavilion, we seek to blur
geographical boundaries and look at these
sad moments of history through the lens of
humanity, by presenting innovative works with
new concepts, the installation immersing the
audience in different circumstances, or the virtual
reality challenging physical phenomena, as well
as the images reflected in the Iranian mirror
art shedding lights of hope on the darkness of
today's world. These are small examples of Iranian
art that have broken the boundaries to convey
a message from the heirs to the 8000 years of
civilization, placed within the walls of a structure
in the historical city of Venice.

There will be a day without oppression and pain;
the unreal borders will disappear, and a new
world will gather around the true savior.

Mohammad Khorasanizadeh
Commissioner of the Iran Pavilion
at 60th Venice Art Biennale



Of One Essence

is the Human Race,
Thusly has Creation
Put the Base

One Limp impacted
is sufficient,

For all Others to
feel the Mace

Gli esseri umani sono
membri di un tutto,
\EHNERACEALLER

un unica essenza e anima
Se un membro @

afflitto dal dolore,
Rimarranno altri

membri a disagio



The Islamic Republic of Iran Pavilion
at the 60th Venice Art Biennale
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Of One Essence

is the Human Race”
Thusly has Creation
Put the Base

The Islamic Republic of Iran Pavilion
at the 60th Venice Art Biennale
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